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Shanghai Shopping Discoveries Text Size: A AA

THIS HISTORIC TRADING CITY has long been a destination for avid collectors and shoppers. With
ts heady mix of skyscrapers and traffic gridiock, modern-day Shanghai can be a bit of a madeap place
o mavigate, o if yoo have imited time to do vour shopping, it's best to have some informed guidances,

Francine Martin is a well-respected American shopping guide based in Shanghal. A former
journalist who has lived and worked in Asia for three decades, Martin speaks Mandarin and knows the
ins and outs of bargaining in China. Make an appointment with her in advance to let her know what
you'd like to find — anything from costom-made Western suits and shoes to Chinese and art deco
antiques — and she will tailor an itinerary to your needs and pick vou up at your hotel with a hired
driver at the appointed hour, Her specialty is shopping and cultural exploration, and she will gihve a
welcome sense of context to your wanderings.

“There are better deals in Shanghai than in Hong Kong these doys,” she told me as she led me around
thee leaser Imown markets, fabrie stalls and historic neighborhoods of Shanghai, Martin spends her
days carefully vetting new shops while keeping tabs on the changing stock carried by favorite
establishments. She has a wealth of insider knowledge about the city and has established relationships
with local vendors (notably, she does not accept commissions),

“If you are getting something made, it's a 5o percent chanece that it will be good, sven if vou see a
sample,” she explained. “Youo have to make sure that a shop has its own dedicated tailor with proven
quality.”

I had just a few days in Shanghai, 50 we first stopped at a suit tailor’s stall at the Shanghai South Bund
Soft-Spinning Material Market, on Lujiabang Road, to take measurements, decide on style (the tallor
has a wealth of fashion magazines to peruse]), and choose the fabrics and colors we preferred. Once 1 settled on our clothing picks — which included a
three-plece sult and a Thal silk-lined cashmere coat — Martin kindly negotiated the price for all the items and a timeline for thelr manufacture that fit
with our travel schedule, Miraculously, the clothing — elegant and beaatifully made, with quality workmanship — was ready for final fitting and
adjusterents two days later. [ was very happy with the seaules,

For solo wanderings, Martin also recommended Taikang Road, a cutting-edge art neighborhood on
the south side of the French Concession that ks an attractive and compelling mix of old and new. Its
dense square block of winding pedestrian alleys is packed with a smattering of restored historic stone
houses, classy boutiques, art galleries, sophisticated wine shops and little cafés and restaurants. The
worldly Martin uses her knowledge and longtime relationships for her customers” benefit — without a
doubt increasing their shopping power,

Enst of the Sun — RMB1 000 per hour, plus RMB.p00 for o four-hour driver
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